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Welcome 
The Lord our redeemer be with you 
and also with you. 
  
God of our days and years, 
we set this time apart for you. 
Form us in the likeness of Christ 
so that our lives may glorify you. 
Amen 

 
The Beatitudes 

 
Let us hear our Lord’s blessing on those who follow him: 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who suffer persecution for 
righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Silence is kept 
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Hymn 
Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be, 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
 
Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
 
Not for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
 
Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wanderings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
Father, be thou at our side. 
 
Love Maria Willis (nee Whitcomb) (1824-1908), Samuel Longfellow 
(1819-1892) 

Prayer of Preparation 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Confession & Forgiveness 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 
though we have rebelled against him. 
Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask his mercy 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
 
Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Collect 
 
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the 
light of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject 
those things that are contrary to their profession, and 
follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 
Amen 
 

Romans 4:13-end 
 
A reading from St Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
 
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he 
would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, 
but where there is no law there is no transgression. 
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to 
the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all,  as it is written, “I have made you the 
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father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he 
believed against hope, that he should become the father 
of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 
offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was as good as dead 
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. That is why his faith was “counted to him as 
righteousness”. But the words “it was counted to him” 
were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It 
will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from 
the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Mark 8:31-end 

 
A reading from the Gospel of St Mark. 
 
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
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And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to 
them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
would save his life[d] will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
soul?  For what can a man give in return for his 
soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son 
of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Sermon 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 
Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+8&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-24531d
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
 
The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
 
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 
for we have no help but thee; 
yet possessing every blessing, 
if our God our Father be. 
 
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us; 
all our weakness thou dost know; 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe; 
self denying, death defying, 
thou to Calvary didst go. 
 
Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy: 
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 
 
James Edmeston (1791-1867) 
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The Blessing 
 
May God the Father, 
who does not despise the broken spirit, 
give to you a contrite heart. 
Amen. 
 
May Christ, 
who bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
heal you by his wounds. 
Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit, 
who leads us into all truth, 
speak to you words of pardon and peace. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holt Spirit be with you and those for 
whom you pray this day and always.  
Amen. 
 
  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
. 
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