
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Service  
of the Word 

 



2 

Welcome 
 
 The Easter candle is lit 
 

 God is good, all the time 
All All the time, God is good 
 All the time, God is good 
All God is good, all the time. 
  
 Welcome in the name of Christ. 
 God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 
All    and also with you 
 
 We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
 Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
 Silence is kept 
 
 As God’s people we have gathered 
All let us worship him together. 

 
 
 
 

Hymn 
 
All creatures of our God and King 
lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
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Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
O praise him, alleluia. 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
ye lights of evening, find a voice; 
Chorus  
 
Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
that givest hearts both warmth and light: 
Chorus  
 
Dear mother earth, who day by day 
unfoldest blessings on our way, 
O praise him, alleluia. 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
let them his glory also show: 
Chorus  
 
Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness; 
O praise him, alleluia. 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One; 
Chorus  
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Opening Prayer 

 
Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Confession 
 
 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 
We have wilfully misused your gifts of creation; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
We have seen the ill-treatment of others 
and have not gone to their aid; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
We have heard the good news of Christ, 
but have failed to share it with others; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
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We have not loved you with all our heart, 
nor our neighbours as ourselves; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 

Absolution 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 
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The Collect 
  
Almighty God, 
you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all 
things, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
  

 
Bible Readings 

Proverbs 8:1, 22-31 
 
 
A reading from the Book of Proverbs 
 
Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her 
voice? 
 
“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work the 
first of his acts of old. Ages ago I was set up, at the 
first, before the beginning of the earth. When there were 
no depths I was brought forth, when there were no 
springs abounding with water. 
Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I 
was brought forth, before he had made the earth with its 
fields, or the first of the dust of the world. 
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When he established the heavens, I was there; when he 
drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm 
the skies above, when he established the fountains of the 
deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the 
waters might not transgress his command, when he 
marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was 
beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily 
his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in 
his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

 
John 1:1-14 

A reading from the Gospel of St John. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life,[a] and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john1%3A1-14&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-26038a
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God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
 God of love 
All Hear our Prayer 
  
 Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
 let us pray as our Saviour taught us. 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen 
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Closing Hymn 
 

O worship the King all glorious above; 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 
 
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.. 
 
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 
 
Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end! 
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 
O measureless might, ineffable love, 
while angels delight to hymn thee above, 
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 
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The Blessing 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
All Amen. 
 
 The Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
 and be gracious to you. 
All Amen. 
 
 The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
 and give you peace. 
All Amen. 
 
 The Lord God almighty, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
 the holy and undivided Trinity, 
 guard you, save you, 
 and bring you to that heavenly city, 
 where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
All Amen. 
 
 The Easter candle is extinguished 
 
 God is good, all the time 
All All the time, God is good 
 All the time, God is good 
All God is good, all the time. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 The ministers and people depart. 
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