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For whatever reason my mind has been taken to those wonderful books of CS 

Lewis, The Chronicles of Narnia over the last few days. Perhaps the forecast of 

heavy snow takes me into the wardrobe in a land where it is always Winter and 

never Christmas. Perhaps the restrictions we have had to live under makes it feel 

a little like those first few chapters of the Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe … but 

maybe not. For me the Narnia Chronicles play out a story of hope and a story of 

love and grace, of course the biblical resonances are significant.  

 

It may for many of us feel like that Narnia winter, perhaps that is because of the 

weather or maybe this third national lockdown but there is also hope. When the 

children visit Mr & Mrs Beaver they are told that there is hope because Aslan is 

on the move, they hear the words of the ancient prophecy: 

 “Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, 

At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 

When he bares his teeth, winter meets its death, 

And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.”  

 

We of course live in a very real world with very real problems, but we too live in 

a world with very real hope.  
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While the news of the increasing number of vaccines is a real answer to prayer for us all our hope is not found in 

Vaccines alone.  Aslan in the Narnia Chronicles is the Christ Figure, one who comes into the world to save it by his death 

on the stone table and by his resurrection (a magic from before the dawn of time). Our hope is on Jesus Christ and as we 

approach lent, Passiontide and Easter we will focus on our salvation, on how we too are part of God’s story.   In the 

modern hymn by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend we are reminded where our hope comes from: 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all , Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

Keep safe and remember Hope is on the move! 

Your friend and Vicar, David.  

MAGNIFICAT 

As you may have noticed, we always recite the 

Magnificat, Mary’s song (Luke 1.46-55), during our life 

streamed Evening Prayer on Wednesdays.  Just as 

Simeon’s song (Luke 2.29-32), this is a beautiful 

text which has inspired many composers to write the 

most wonderful music. It is also very suitable 

for meditative reading; to read, reread and to 

prayerfully think about what stands out for us at this 

moment.  

 

In the past week, for instance, I have followed the grim news about the military coup in Myanmar, the repression of 

protests in Russia and the tragic fate of the Uighurs in China. Mary sings about how the Lord casts down the mighty from 

their thrones and lifts up the lowly. Sometimes we can see this happening, but in many places we are not there yet. Mary 

teaches us to hold on to God’s promise of a global reign of justice and peace. At some point, today’s oppressors will face 

the Lord’s judgement and the victims are blessed. I feel very powerless when I read about the evil deeds of today’s 

dictatorships. I can’t do much more than support aid organisations, such as Amnesty International, and pray for the 

victims and a change of heart of the oppressors.  

 

When we sing or say Mary’s song, we may remind ourselves of this great vision of a world turned upside down; God’s 

kingdom. And we are invited to think about ways, small but meaningful, in which we can contribute; acts of kindness and 

generosity and continuing intercessions. 

Rev’d Wim 
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