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Candlemas, marking the end of the Christmas and Epiphany season, comes at 

the time of the year when the days are markedly lengthening. The right moment 

to celebrate Christ as the light that has come to the world to reveal God to the 

nations; ‘a light to lighten the gentiles’. This is expressed in the famous words of 

Simeon’s song, the Nunc Dimittis, which is part of the Candlemas Gospel 

reading. The moment when Mary and Joseph come to the temple adhering to 

some typical Jewish rites and commandments is connected to the vision of 

Simeon that Christ is a blessing for both the Jews and the Gentiles. He is the 

fulfilment of God’s promise of salvation, which will become visible for everyone. 

The Nunc Dimittis is recited every day in Evening Prayer and also during funeral 

services. The beauty of these words is amplified by the many compositions that 

have been made through the centuries for services of Choral Evensong; a great 

gift of the Anglican tradition. The daily reading, reciting or singing of these 

words, or listening to them being sung by a choir, can be balm for the soul. At 

least for me it works like that, particularly in times of trouble and distress such 

as these. Simeon’s song reminds us that, no matter how dark things may be 

around us, the light of Christ has come to the world. We may rest secure in 

God’s promise that this light cannot be overcome by darkness or death. 
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This Lent we will be usinf the Church of England’s new Lent Resources “God’s Story, Our Story” there is an app and a 100 

page book with bible passages and accompaning reflections to encourage us to think about our calling, how to share our 

faith and reflect on the difference Christ makes in our lives.  The booklets will be distributed to all church members we 

have a contact address for, if you do not think we have your address but wouls like a book do email me on the address 

below. There will be an accompanying weekly lent course and this will be held on Zoom (details to follow). Please do join 

in in whatever way you can.  

 

We witness to God’s story and the impact this has made to our story so that others might also find their story taking on 

new meaning in the light of God’s love. While the current restrictions on daily life necessitated by the pandemic present 

significant challenges, the suffering and isolation many continue to face make the need for us to share God’s love with 

our communities greater than ever. Rather than just being a Lenten discipline, this year’s #LiveLent is a joyful invitation 

to make witness a normal part of the Christian life, the natural overflow of a life lived in devotion to Christ 

 

Your friend and Vicar, David 

 

CONTACT US 
The Rev’d David Tolhurst  The Rev’d Wim Kuiper  WEBSITE 
Vicar     Curate    stmstw.org 
The Vicarage    07394 555152     
Silksworth Road   wimkuiper.br@gmail.com FACEBOOK 
Sunderland SR3 2AA       facebook.com/StMatthewSilksworth.org 
0191 523 9932  vicar@stmstw.org 
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