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LENT RESOLUTIONS 

 

Having pancakes on Shrove Tuesday is a lovely, typical British, pre-Lent 

tradition. I can’t help to see it as a rather Puritan left over of the Carnival, that is 

still celebrated in many other European countries. I became familiar with 

Carnival during the many years I lived in the city of Maastricht, which is famous 

for the beautiful costumes, often handmade, that people wear during the four 

(!) days of the festival, filled with street parades, mocking the authorities and a 

joyful being together, enhanced by a large alcohol consumption. Of course all of 

that will be much missed this year because of the pandemic.  

Lent will inevitably feel different for all of us this year. Do I really want to reduce 

further some of the things that do make life in lockdown just a bit nicer?  We all 

have to figure that out for ourselves and I will probably come to some sort of 

resolve at the end of Shrove Tuesday. Fortunately we can also choose to take on 

some of the more positive resolutions. 

For instance taking more time for prayers and meditating on God’s word by 

using the #LiveLent booklet, or increasing our charitable giving in these 40 days. 

Lent 2021 will be different, as so much has been different in the past year, but 

hopefully we can still find ways to make it a time of further spiritual deepening, 

making God’s story our story. 

Rev’d Wim 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

 
From Tuesday’s Pancakes we move to Wednesday’s Ashes, this year will be different than what we are used to, not only 

will the pancake party not be happening but neither will we gather together to receive the imposition of Ashes. Ash 

Wednesday will be online at 4:30 on Facebook Live and I hope you can join us, we will still observe the Holy day yet 

without the physcical reminder that the Ashes bring or the Eucharist that follows. 

 

When I impose ashes I quote from Genesis 3 “Remember that you are dust, and unto dust you shall return” it is to 

reminds us all that we are creatures, not gods. We will die, be buried (return to the dust), and give an account of our 

lives to an unbiased judge – Almighty God. The common experience of human sin and mortality is at the heart of our 

approach to Ash Wednesday. So perhaps this year of all years we need  no reminder of our mortality as the number of 

Pandemic deaths still rise, but we must still bring our own sinfullness before God and reflect.  

 

The other words I would have used are the Good News: “Repent and believe in the Gospel”. If we turn away from sin, 

trust in the forgiveness of Jesus, and attemp with God’s help to change our lives there is new hope. As we face new hope 

with the grip of the pandemic becoming looser on our lives and our nation over the next few months let us also change 

our lives and look to the hope offered by God. Why not start on Ash Wednesday by joining us live on facebook at 4:30pm 

or catching up with the service later in the evening 

 

Rev’d Dave 
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