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Arise Shine for your Light has come, the glory of the Lord has risen upon you 

In these first few days of any new year we are usually prone to do two things, 

firs we look back at the previous year, at the things that made it what it was, we 

celebrate those things which brought joy and gladness, we celebrate those 

moments that were life giving. We also look back at the moments of despair, of 

regret, of doubt and of sadness we reflect on them and what they meant for us, 

the effect they still have upon us. Looking back on 2020 is a difficult task, the 

hurt and the pain and deep sense of loss swirl all around us. we can see high 

points; we can see bright moments and yet the darkness that surrounded them 

is too difficult for us. 

The title of my thoughts is from Isaiah 6, it is a prophecy that was for a people 

waiting for a better future it is in this prophecy that we hear of a multitude of 

camels and the words ‘They shall bring Gold and Frankincense and proclaim the 

praise of the Lord’. It is the prophecy of the coming of Christ that sits with us in 

this week we celebrate Epiphany and thing of the journey of the Magi to see 

Jesus for themselves. We too know that light, the light of Christ that can be our 

guide in tough times and in good.  

2021 starts for us here in Tier 4, it seems bleak and yet there is hope, hope in 

humanity, hope in vaccines, hope in one another. Most of all there is hope in 

Jesus Christ. Where is his light leading you this 2021? Where is his light leading 

the church in 2021 
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The Magi help us understand our role at the start of this new year, the start of 2021. The church does not have a mission, 

it is mission, mission is its only reason for existence, and what is that mission, to bring nations to the light of Christ, to 

bring Kings to the brightness of his dawn. Like the magi we need to know where the light is leading and where the it is 

calling us as individuals and as a church. Then and only then will we be able to undertake that journey. Arise Shine for 

your Light has come, the glory of the Lord has risen upon you 

May God help you make a difference in your own life; may God help you make a difference to the lives of others: may 

God help us as a church, community, nation and world as we face 2021 together. God bless us all in this coming year. 

Your friend and Vicar, David 

CURATES REFLECTIONS  

Sheltered 

By gracious powers so wonderfully sheltered, 

and confidently waiting, come what may, 

we know that God is with us night and morning 

and never fails to greet us each new day. 

 

This is the first verse of a poem written by the German pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer in a 

letter to his wife at the end of 1944 from a Nazi prison, just a few months before he 

would be executed. If he was able to feel and express his faith in this way in such 

horrible circumstances, I take them as an invitation to make these words our own, at 

the end of a year that has been so difficult for so many of us, because of the pandemic 

which is still raging around us.  

 

 

Testimonies from people such as Bonhoeffer and many others, that show us how their faith was a source of comfort, 

hope and even joy in their darkest hours, remain powerful and helpful in all that we are going through at this moment. 

So let us read these words again, changing ‘day’ into ‘year’, as we have come to this new year that gives us every reason 

for hope. A hope that is grounded on so much more than just the prospect of getting our vaccines. May we also 

experience in this new year how the Lord is indeed our shelter and strength (Ps 46). I wish you all a blessed 2021! 

Rev’d Wim   
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