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“Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest & King supreme; 

And at Cana Wedding-guest, In thy Godhead manifest”Christopher Wordsworth 

We come soon to the close of the Epiphany season which for us will close on 

Sunday as we remember the Presentation of Christ at the temple, the feast of 

‘Candlemas’ as it also known.  

At the start of Epiphany reflecting western tradition we remember the 

mysterious Magi as this was understood as Christs ‘manifestation’ to the 

gentiles. We then reflect the Eastern tradition by moving on to the Baptism of 

Jesus. His ‘manifestation’ as the Son of God, this week the church focusses on 

the wedding at Cana where Jesus is ‘manifested’ in glory. On Sunday as we focus 

on the presentation of Christ at the temple that manifestation will be seen in the 

recognition of Jesus by Simeon and Anna.  

The move from Epiphany towards Lent is a strange mood change for the church 

but a necessary one. Jesus is of course still ‘manifest’ as we move on towards 

Lent, Passiontide and Easter but at the same time we are reminded of our own 

sin. The joy of Christmas and the mystery of Epiphany takes a turn to the heart 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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It will not be long before we too are called to walk the lonely journey to the cross, accepting not only our sins and shame 

but His amazing sacrifice for us. The salvation that we celebrate, the grace that we have received is won by Jesus through 

that suffering that his ‘manifestation’ ultimately would lead towards.  

Next week we will be at the Temple celebrating with Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Simeon & Anna but as the world around us 

remains difficult and hope is a distance away I am minded (as was Simeon) to look over the brow of the hill remembering 

where our celebrations are rooted, they are rooted in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

We are still in the week of Prayer for Christian Unity and I was reminded again this morning that our unity is also found in 

that very same place. Our unity is found in our salvation, in God’s grace and in his victory. As we came to the last verse of 

EH Plumptree’s “Thy Hand O God has Guided” this morning we heard sung “Your mercy will not fail us, nor leave your 

work undone; with your right hand to help us, the victory shall be won. And then by earth and heaven, your name shall 

be adored; and this shall be our anthem: one church, one faith, one Lord!” 

 

Your friend and Vicar, David 

 

CURATES REFLECTIONS  

Looking into the abyss  

 I always find it very challenging to look into the abyss and see what 

humans are capable of doing to their fellow human beings just 

because they have a different ethnic background. Holocaust 

Memorial Day, on the 27th of January, is a useful yearly reminder to 

do just that. We not only owe this to the victims, but we also need 

to do it to stay alert to any threat of something like this to happen 

again. At the age of 21 I visited Auschwitz for the first time and that 

made a lasting impression on me. I went back there with my two 

sons when they were in their twenties. Later on, we also went to 

Yad Vashem, the impressive memorial of the Shoah (Holocaust) in Jerusalem. I wanted us to see and know, as hard as it 

is. A few years ago I spend some time with Christian educators from all over the world in Rwanda, where during a 

genocide in 1994 about a million Tutsis were killed within 100 days. Schools there are doing a marvellous job to foster a 

culture of peace and reconciliation. I hope that our schools are doing the same, even if it does not count in national 

rankings. It is always a very sobering thought that in these genocides people who called themselves Christians were 

complicit. The stories of many other Christians who were willing to risk and also give their lives to speak out against the 

evil and to rescue victims, offer us a powerful testimony of what it means to follow Christ.  

Rev’d Wim   
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