
 
WEEKLY NEWS 10TH JANUARY 2021 

THE VICAR WRITES 

 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden 

is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 

I am sorry for the delay in publication of our weekly news, the pace of change 

has moved yet again and the world while looking to the light of hope that the 

vaccines will bring is still one of darkness and fear. The words above have been 

my place of comfort for the last few days, we all feel both weary and burdened, 

wondering when all this will end – yet Jesus promises to give us rest.  

Naturally, we think of coming to church, to a place of worship as that place of 

refuge, of rest and of comfort and the Tier 5 restrictions have allowed places of 

worship to stay open for public worship. However, we have taken the decision 

along with many others to close for the moment and continue online. It is our 

job to care for and love our community in the name of Jesus Christ and even 

with secure procedures in place we can minimise risk by staying at home.  

I want to re-assure you that we can still be together even when apart. We can 

still listen to those comforting words of Jesus.  
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In our own way and in our own place we can “Come to him, us who are weary and burdened and he will give us rest” The 

truth is that while our buildings provide a sacred space and an opportunity to be together, we can be together online, in 

phone calls. messenger groups, and in daily prayer from our own homes. We have shown since March 2020 what it truly 

means to be church not just here but across the Diocese, I want to quote Paul Butler, Bishop of Durham from his recent 

pastoral letter  

“This short but hard week for us all has actually encouraged me in regard to the importance of the local church as the 

core of who we are as the Church of England with a body of worshipping praying people concerned for the wellbeing of 

the wider community, one another and above all the glory of God. It has demonstrated again to me the importance of 

God’s people working well together with the person placed among them as their priest and then the connection of us all 

together through the bishop as a Diocesan family. There is something wonderful about the Church of England.” 

Without stealing the Bishops thunder too much It is a privilege to be part of the church of Christ, nationally, as a diocese 

and here in Doxford and Silksworth, you are a wonderful bunch a loving caring community and it is my privilege to be 

your Vicar even at these toughest of times.  

Your friend and Vicar, David 

CURATES REFLECTIONS  

Fellow Christians? 

Last week we have all watched the scenes of a mob that stormed 

the Capitol in Washington. What makes it particularly hard for me to 

watch this, is that so many of them professed their Christian 

faith. A group of white supremacists could be seen kneeling and 

praying before they marched. There were shields with the name of 

Jesus on it. Do I really share my religion with these people; am I still 

able to regard them as my brothers and sisters in Christ? How can I 

continue to look at them with theloving eyes of our Lord?  

 

I do think we need to stand up against the many toxic mixtures of Christianity with personality cults, conspiracy theories 

and scapegoating, both in the past and in the present. We are called to speak out against them and at the same time 

acknowledge that really all of us remain susceptible to sin, even if we honestly try to be disciples of Christ. We should 

continue to go back to Jesus, to what he teaches us, to what he lived out during his earthly ministry. What would  Jesus 

do and think, remains a highly relevant question for all of us. We can only pray that his Spirit will help us to find the right 

way in the midst of turmoil and polarisation and pray that our brothers and sisters across the Atlantic will be guided by 

that same Spirit. 

Rev’d Wim   
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