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THE VICAR WRITES 

ADVENT 2 

 

The second Sunday of Advent brings with it a reminder to look to the Old 

Testament Prophets, there message of expectant hope and salvation for the 

future was held on to by the people of Israel through all kinds of hardship. 

We have journeyed though a very specific and unusual kind of hardship this year 

but all of us of course even without the pandemic know hardship, loss, grief and 

pain.  

The message of the prophets was of a comfort that God would bring to his 

people, it came in the person of the long-awaited Messiah, the chosen one. 

Advent helps us too focus on Jesus coming to bring hope to our own troubles, 

we must share this wonderful message of hope with all around us. 

God did not abandon his people in times of difficulty, he was there with them 

and gave them a constant hope, it is the same with us too – when life is tough 

and we are struggling remember God is not only with us in our times of hardship 

but is our hope for the future.  

  

Your friend and Vicar 

David 

THIS WEEK 

 

• The Vicar Writes 

• Memorial Trees 

• Curates Reflections 

• Contact Us 

 

 



CONTACT US 
The Rev’d David Tolhurst  The Rev’d Wim Kuiper  WEBSITE 

Vicar     Curate    stmstw.org 

The Vicarage    07394 555152     

Silksworth Road   wimkuiper.br@gmail.com FACEBOOK 

Sunderland SR3 2AA       facebook.com/StMatthewSilksworth.org 

0191 523 9932  vicar@stmstw.org 

MEMORIAL TREES 

This year has been a dark one for us all but particularly for those who have lost 

someone they love this Christmas and have not had the opportunity to say 

goodbye the way  they would have been able to. The truth is we all miss 

people at Christmas and it is a time of year and our memorial trees are a place 

where you can come to mark the memories that you hold so dear. In the 

churchyard of St Matthew’s Silksworth alongside the North of the church are 

four Christmas trees. From 11am on Sunday 6th December you will also find a 

box with a supply of Stars and pens, please write the name of those whom you love and miss this Christmas and place 

them in the grass around the trees. This has been made possible by the generosity of our partners in this community 

project, Derek Moss Funeral Directors, Four Seasons Florists, Ian Wood Memorials, Peter Dodd’s Funeral Directors, The 

School Outfit (Little Gems), Scollen & Wright Funeral Services and Scott’s Memorials of Distinction. 

CURATES REFLECTIONS – ST NICHOLAS 

This weekend, in most Dutch families the feast of Saint Nicolas is celebrated. On 

this occasion, almost three weeks earlier than here, the Christmas presents are 

exchanged. The original ‘Santa Claus’, from whose legend this lovely tradition of 

giving each other presents originates, is commemorated by the church on the 6th 

of December, not on the 25th. For some obscure reason it has stayed like that only 

in the Netherlands. Attached to every single present, there has to be a ‘Saint 

Nicolas rhyme’, which is read out aloud to the whole party before the gift is 

unwrapped. As a parent I used to make extensive rhymes for my children, 

referring to all kinds of things that had happened to them in the past year, praise 

and banter with some well-meant advice, all in the name of this very old and wise 

‘bishop of Myra’. As children grow older, they of course use this same pseudonym 

to write such rhymes for their parents and siblings, greatly adding to the fun. 

Since moving to England I enjoy the lovely traditions around Christmas in this 

country. This is the season to buy presents for each other, to write cards with 

good wishes, to prepare for special meals and to generously react on charity 

appeals. By all of this we are invited to show our loving-kindness to those around us, to be an instrument of the loving-

kindness of our Lord. So let us use these joyful traditions well again, at a time when the love they spread is very much 

needed. 

Rev’d Wim 
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