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"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." 

I decided against a traditional Christmas image as I wrote these words, because 

it has not been a traditional Christmas so far and neither will it be.  

It is going to be hard not spending time with those we love, not participating in 

family traditions and church services as normal.  Yet there is a one thing that still 

remains and that is the presence of Christ in our Christmas, some years a go 

there was a slogan “putting Christ back into Christmas” and perhaps 2020 is as 

good a time as any. We have been through tough times this year and it has been 

full of pain, loss, and grief and yet God has not left us, born as a fragile baby, 

becoming a refugee and living as a poor carpenters son Jesus knew life at its 

toughest. He went on to be despised, betrayed and alone, dying the death of a 

criminal before rising again to beat death for us all. 

When I look back at 2020 the words that I held close have been those from John 

1: 5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." 

The picture of the storms around the Roker lighthouse is my 2020 photo and my 

unorthodox Christmas image, Jesus came as our light and the darkness has still 

not overcome him. The storms may go on but he is our strength, as we sing at 

Messy Church “My Lighthouse, my lighthouse, Shining in the darkness, I will 

follow You, You are the peace in my troubled sea” 

May Christ be your light and peace this Christmas. 

Your friend and Vicar, David 
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2020 & 2021 GIVING 

I would like to record my thanks to all who have over the course of 2020 given generougly to the work of the church here 

in the communities of Silksworth & Doxford. 2020 has been a tough year financially for us all so it is with heartfelt thanks 

that I come to those who have contined their giving and made donations.  

In 2021 we will be reviewing our giving and their will be new ways to give making use of modern technology. If you give 

my free will envelope the 2021 envelopes will be available from Sunday 3rd January at oue 10am Holy Communuion.  

 

CURATES REFLECTIONS  

Learning from Mary 

In this final week of Advent the mother of Jesus, Mary, takes central 

stage. As a result of the reformation Mary has been almost side-lined in 

the more protestant part of Christianity, in opposition to the very 

intense veneration of the blessed virgin in more Catholic traditions. Our 

parish church offers a good example of the Anglican middle ground. In 

our Lady Chapel there is a lovely statue of Mary, but she is not directly 

visible from the nave of the church. She is there for those who are 

looking for her, but you don’t have to look at her. On my personal faith 

journey I have discovered that there is a lot to learn from Mary and 

that it is OK to ask her to help me learning. She is the human being who 

was closest to Jesus in so many ways and she is always pointing to him. 

She said ‘here am I’, when the Lord called her to this amazing thing: 

carrying his Son in her womb, raising him up to become an adult and 

witnessing him as he died on the cross. She stayed with the disciples 

waiting for the news of his resurrection, mothering the beginning of 

the church.  

How can I find the courage and strength to say ‘here am I’, despite my own sinfulness and frailty? How can I make room 

for the Christ child to be born in this world, for his light to shine through me? Mary knows how; let her be our teacher.  

Rev’d Wim   
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