
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Service of the Word 
Second before Advent 
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Welcome 
 
The Paschal candle is lit 
 

God is good, all the time 
All the time, God is good 
All the time, God is good 
God is good, all the time. 
  
Welcome in the name of Christ. 
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 
and also with you 
 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
As God’s people we have gathered 
let us worship him together. 

 
Opening Hymn 

 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
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To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changest thee. 
 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Faithful one, whose word is life: 
come with saving power 
to free our praise, 
inspire our prayer 
and shape our lives 
for the kingdom of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
 
 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, 
this is your world and we are your people: 
come among us and save us. 
 
We have wilfully misused your gifts of creation; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
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We have seen the ill-treatment of others 
and have not gone to their aid; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have heard the good news of Christ, 
but have failed to share it with others; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 
We have not loved you with all our heart, 
nor our neighbours as ourselves; 
Lord, be merciful: 
forgive us our sin. 
 

 
 
 

Absolution 
 
May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, 
having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is 
pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Psalm 90:1-8 
Lord, you have been our refuge 
from one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or the earth and the world were formed, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
You turn us back to dust and say:  
‘Turn back, O children of earth.’ 
For a thousand years in your sight are but as 
yesterday, which passes like a watch in the night. 
You sweep them away like a dream; 
they fade away suddenly like the grass. 
In the morning it is green and flourishes; 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
For we consume away in your displeasure; 
we are afraid at your wrathful indignation. 
You have set our misdeeds before you  
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and shall be 
forever. Amen 
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Bible Readings 
 
 
A reading from the 1st letter the Thessalonians Chapter 5 
verses 1-11 

 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you 
have no need to have anything written to you. For you 
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, 
“There is peace and security”, then sudden destruction 
will come upon them as labour pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are 
not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like 
a thief. For you are all children  of light, children of the 
day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.  So 
then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober.  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night.  But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died 
for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 
live with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build 
one another up, just as you are doing. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew Chapter 25 
verses 14-30 
 
For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had 
the two talents made two talents more.  But he who had 
received the one talent went and dug in the ground and 
hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master 
of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. And he who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents 
more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 
will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And he also who had the two talents came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here I have made two talents more.’ His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the 
joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one 
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked 
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have 
not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then 
you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have received what was my 
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own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it 
to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has 
will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Sermon 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son 
of God. 
 
Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 

 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 
and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 

 
Therefore God has raised him on high, and 
given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
God of love 
Hear our Prayer 
  
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Closing Hymn 
 
I bind unto myself today 
the strong name of the Trinity, 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One, and One in Three. 
 
I bind unto myself today 
the virtues of the star-lit heaven, 
the glorious sun's life-giving ray, 
the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, 
the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea, 
around the old eternal rocks.  
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I bind unto myself today  
the power of God to hold and lead, 
his eye to watch, his might to stay, 
his ear to hearken to my need 
the wisdom of my God to teach, 
his hand to guide, his shield to ward, 
the word of God to give me speech, 
his heav'nly host to be my guard. 
 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 
I bind unto myself the name, 
the strong name of the Trinity, 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One, and One in Three, 
of whom all nature has creation, 
eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation: 
salvation is of Christ the Lord 
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The Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
Amen. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you. 
Amen. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord God almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
the holy and undivided Trinity, 
guard you, save you, 
and bring you to that heavenly city, 
where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Paschal candle is extinguished 
 
God is good, all the time 
All the time, God is good 
All the time, God is good 
God is good, all the time. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen 
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