
Weekly News  8th November 2020 

Welcome to our newsletter designed to keep you in touch with all 

that is happening at St Matthew & St Wilfrid's Sunderland. 

A Remembrance Reflection  

Mourning turned into dancing 

In the Bible, opposite feelings of grief and joy often come close 

together, for instance in the beautiful passage from the book of 

Lamentation (3:17-26) we have read on All Souls Day. Another 

good example is Psalm 30:11: ‘You have turned my mourning into 

dancing.’ It is good to reread these hopeful and comforting words 

as we enter another period of lockdown. For me such words are 

also strongly related to the acts of Remembrance this week. My 

mother, aged 92, will never forget how they danced through the 

streets after being liberated by the Allied forces in April 1945. In 

the Netherlands we pay our respect to all those who have lost 

their lives in this war on the 4th of May. The next day, VE-day, is a 

national feast day to celebrate the restoration of peace and free-

dom. On two separate days there is room to share our sorrow for 

the loss of life, as well as our gratitude and joy about the fact that, 

because so many have fought the good fight, the powers of dark-

ness were overcome. It might do us good, especially in a time like 

this, to keep counting our blessings. As we pay our respect to 

those who have fallen during two World Wars, let us not forget to 

also give thanks to God with a joyful heart for so many years of 

peace and democracy in our part of the world. His faithfulness en-

dures forever! 

Rev’d Wim Kuiper 



Praying at 6pm 

We are following the national call to daily prayer for this 

lockdown period from our Archbishops,. If you would 

like a copy of our spiritual resources booklet it can be 

downloaded from the resources section on our website 

stmstw.org  or we can deliver a paper copy to you.  

Each night at 6pm our bells will ring as a reminder of this 

call to prayer and evening prayer will be broadcast live at 

6pm  every Thursday. 

We will be praying Morning prayer on Zoom Tuesday to 

Friday each week , if you want to join us be in touch for 

the access code.  

The View from the Vicarage 

Look out for my blog, there will be 3 to 4 new 

blogs a week on the theme of Light in the Dark-

ness inspired by our very own Northern Saints. 

The first one is on the website now.  David 

stmstw.org/2020/11/05/the-view-from-the-

vicarage-light-in-the-darkness/ 

CONTACT US: 

The Rev’d David Tolhurst, Vicar 0191 523 9932 vicar@stmstw.org 

The Rev’d Wim Kuiper, Curate 0739 455 5152  wimkuiper.br@gmail.com 

Lockdown Restrictions 

Due to COVID19 restrictions we are currently unable to meet for public worship, however 

we will be broadcasting live services from The Parish Church at 10am on a Sunday  on Face-

book live on our St Matthew’s Page Facebook.com/StMatthewSilksworth  

Please keep our Church of England 

Schools Benedict Biscop & The   

Venerable Bede in your prayers at 

this tough time. Please pray for their 

headteachers, Mrs Armstrong & Mr 

Airey  
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