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THE VICAR WRITES 

ADVENT 

 

Advent has always been a time of hope and expectation. It is a time when the 

church remembers its calling to wait in expectant hope for the coming again of 

our Lord and saviour. It is a time when we prepare for the Christmas season 

whether in a spiritual way or indeed a very practical way. It is a time when 

children will soon eagerly open doors on those many different advent calendars 

as they countdown to Christmas.   

This year has been tougher than any of us could have imagined, that is why this 

advent must be a time of hope more than any other. As the children (and indeed 

adults) open the doors of the advent calendar can I encourage you too to open a 

door too.  

Open a door to the hope that the light of Christ brings to us all, open a door this 

magical season that transcends so much of our daily lives. This year the 

Christmas lights and trees have gone up weeks earlier than usual and that is the 

magic of Advent and Christmas – we need that hope and joy more than ever this 

year and it is to be found in Christ our Lord.  

  

Your friend and Vicar 

David 
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GIVING 

If you with to give to the church our details are in the box to the side. Perhaps 

you might consider gifting the amount you may have spent at our Christmas 

Fayres to support the church at this time.  If you wish to donate towards the cost 

of our Christmas flowers this year please let us know so we can record who our 

flowers are in memory of as we come to Christmas. We know many are 

struggling at this time but please do prayerfully consider if you can support us at 

this time. 

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS & COVID 19 

The Parish Church will be open again for Public Worship from Sunday 6th December following updated government 

guidelies, as yet we are not returning to community centre worship due to increased risks posed by a multi-use building 

so will contine our joint service for both congregations.  

Please be re-assured that we have a full risk assessment in place that can safely see up to 65 worshippers in the Parish 

Church with 1 metre plus socail distancing, the wearing of facemasks, NHS track & trace and the use of hand sanitiser. 

The church is regularly cleaned before use particulrly in high traffic areas. The Churchwardens, PCC and I have worked 

hard to ensure that our Parish Church is a COVID safe environment – you may not have felt sure about returning to 

church and perhaps have not been since March – we miss you and would love to see you and will do all we can to keep 

you safe. Our Churches are infact one of the safest environments simply due to the controls in place and the nature of 

the buildings themselves. I will keep you updated about Christmas Services as government guidelines become clearer but 

be re-assured we will celebrate the birth of our Saviour, and we will do this safely. 

CURATES REFLECTIONS – THE FIRST CANDLE 

As I am writing this, I have just lit the first candle on my Advent wreath, on the eve of the first Sunday of Advent. It is 

always a very special moment, this way of marking the beginning of this season of expectation and preparation of the 

coming (adventus) of Christ. This first Advent candle is traditionally linked to the Patriarchs, whose stories are told in the 

book of Genesis. They signify the first stage of God’s story of salvation, which starts with the calling of Abraham, our 

father in faith. It reminds us of the Jewish roots of our Christian faith; of the fact that Jesus was born in a Jewish family 

and brought up according to Jewish laws and customs. In the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew Jesus is called the son 

of Abraham and the son of David. So as we lighten our first candle this week, let us remind ourselves of the way Abraham 

and Sarah and all the patriarchs of old, as well as that great king David, accepted God to enter in their lives. They feared 

the Lord and tried to walk in his ways. Let us follow in their footsteps, asking the Lord to help us grow in faith and love, as 

we watch that hopeful light of the first Advent candle, shining in these dark times. May the Lord reveal among us the 

light of his presence, that we may behold his power and glory! 

Rev’d Wim 

 

HOW TO GIVE 

St Matthew's and St Wilfrid's 

Church PCC 

Lloyds Bank 

Sort Code 30-90-09 

Account No. 50798868 

Cheques can be made payable as 

above and sent to the Vicarage 
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