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THE VICAR WRITES 

THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

Today we celebrate the feast of Christ 

the King. Next Sunday we start a new 

church year with Advent.  Christ the 

King is a relatively recent addition to 

the church calendar. It was introduced 

by Pope Pius XI in 1925, to mark the 

“sixteenth centenary of the Council of 

Nicaea” held in AD325 which defended 

the full divinity of Christ and therefore 

his claim to be Christ the King.  It was a 

response to the political turmoil in 

Europe after the First World War and 

the rise of various factions in society. 

Many had lost faith in the church and 

God, and south to align themselves 

with the various different groups that 

were growing. 

Originally called Reign of Christ Sunday this feast was to remind people that 

regardless of who or what they aligned themselves with on earth, ultimately 

there was only one loyalty, one ruler worthy of their devotion who could actually 

offer the security they craved.  

Today our world and our nation is battling the Coronavirus  and over the past 

weeks awe have rightly clung to the hope that may come from vaccines and 

treatments, we look forward to the light at the end of the tunnel this brings us.  

However, on this Christ the King Sunday or even in its original “Reign of Christ 

Sunday” we remember that ultimately we look to Jesus, he is our hope now and 

forever.  

Your friend and Vicar 

David 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 

Last week we wrote about the shortfall in our finances as a Church due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic, with the very real truth that we have lost a significant 

amount of our invome this year.  

Weddings & Chritenings have been understandably  postponed or cancelled, 

the loss of our Spring Fayre and now we have lost our two Christmas Fayres. 

2020 has left us with a loss of income of over £15,000 meaning we are 

unable to meet our commitments, including paying quite rightly for the 

ministry we receive from the Diocese of Durham. 

We are asking you our loyal church family and community if you might 

consider gifting the amount you may have spent at our Christmas Fayres to 

support the church at this time.   

Our details are in the box to the right. We know many are struggling at this time 

but please do prayerfully consider if you can support us at this time. 

 

 

CURATES REFLECTIONS - VACCINE 

This week the news was dominated by the hopeful perspective of new vaccines that are expected to end the misery of 

the pandemic in the coming year. The prayer of many around the world to give wisdom and insight to the medical 

scientists behind this development have been answered and this is a cause for great gratitude. As I reflected of the 

concept of a vaccine, I was thinking of the way our Christian faith can also be regarded as an effective vaccine against all 

kinds of unhealthy thoughts and feelings that continue to spread around as well. For instance, this Sunday we celebrate 

that Christ is the King of the universe. The awareness of the Lord’s kingship can be seen as a good vaccine against the 

dangerous and unhealthy thought that the rulers of this world are our highest authorities. The  intention to follow the 

example and teachings of Christ should make us almost immune for such contagious diseases as gossiping or becoming 

envious. Almost, for as with any vaccine, we are but humans, so there will never be 100% efficacy. As we rejoice about 

the positive news on vaccines, perhaps we could also ponder on how we may improve our spiritual and mental immune 

system. If we earnestly ask the Lord in prayer, he will open our eyes for the particular health threats we are facing at this 

time and he will provide us with the appropriate vaccine.  

Rev’d Wim 

 

HOW TO GIVE 

St Matthew's and St Wilfrid's 

Church PCC 

Lloyds Bank 

Sort Code 30-90-09 

Account No. 50798868 

Cheques can be made payable as 

above and sent to the Vicarage 
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