
 
WEEKLY NEWS 15TH NOVEMBER 2020 

THE VICAR WRITES 

Welcome to our newsletter this week, so much is happening throughout the 

world and at the same time we find ourselves locked down. While we are apart 

though we are together, in prayer, in spirit and in our common faith in Christ.  

This week has been one of hope, news of a potential vaccine for the Coronavirus 

has given all of us a boost as we anticipate life returning to normal however long 

that might take. In his Presidential Address to Diocesan Synod Bishop Paul, The 

Bishop of Durham said that we needed to live patiently, but went on to say “We 

should not simply live patiently but also seek ways to act bravely in setting out 

with learning to live with the coronavirus in the years ahead.” Bishop Paul 

encouraged us quoting Ephesians 3:6 “‘Now to him who is able to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask, or think” a reminder that despite our 

limitations we must have faith in a God who is so much bigger than our 

situation, or our understanding. We must be patient but also look bravely to the 

future. For Bishop Paul’s full address click here 

In our newsletter this week there is much about how we might be patient and 

how we might move on bravely, we must be patient in prayer, patient in our 

pattern of worship for the time being but also we need to step out bravely as we 

look to address the shortfall in our finances as a church. 

Let us not forget we serve a God who can do “far more abundantly than all that 

we ask, or think”  

Your friend and Vicar, David 

 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE VICARAGE 

Don’t forget to check the website this week as I look to the Northen Saints to 

help us see how they were able to share more Light in the Darkness of their day. 

They have much we can learn from. Click here to view the blog and watch out 

for today’s new blog on St Hilda, Abbess of Whitby.   
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CHURCH FINANCES & COVID19  

This year has been uprecedented in so many ways and the loss of lives has 

been overwhelming. There has also been for many a loss of businesses, jobs 

and of livelehoods it is then no surprise that the charity sector has suffered 

too. The Church is not immune from the financial effects of the pandemic 

either and this is something we need to address. As well as the day to day 

costs of running the church building, the services and our mission to the 

community our major cost is in what we pay to the Diocese of Durham each 

year, our Parish Pledge.  This is to contribute towards the significant cost of 

ministry, incuding the cost of a full time Vicar, the Vicarage and the other 

support that the diocese provide. 

This year the income here at St Mattthew’s and St Wilfrid’s  has been hit 

severely through the church being closed in lockdown,  Weddings & 

Chritenings being understandably  postponed or cancelled, the loss of our 

Spring Fayre and now our two Christmas Fayres. 2020 has left us with a loss 

of income of over £15,000 meaning we are unable to meet our 

commitments, including paying quite rightly for the ministry we receive from 

the Diocese of Durham. 

We are very grateful to our committed givers who give by standing order or 

by envelope and want to thank you for your support as we minister together 

in Silksworth and Doxford.  

We would like to ask all reading this if you would consider making a gift to support the work of your church in this most 

difficult of years, you may wish to make a one off gift, or a gift of the amount you may have spent at our Christmas Fayre, 

you may wish to set up a standing order to give regualarly. You may be a regular giver who might consider increasing that 

giving, inflation goes up year by year and and so does our expenditure. 

Our details are in the box to the right. We know many are struggling at this time but please do prayerfully consider how 

you can support us at this time. 

We are called to be people of generosoty and by giving to the work of the chuerch we enable many things to happen in 

this community and across the Diocese. Our giving is part of serving God, giving thanks for the blessngs in our lives and 

by having faith in him ensuring that through us and through the church in this place God can do “far more abundantly 

than all that we ask, or think”  

 

 

 

HOW TO GIVE 

If you wish to make a one off gift 

or set up a regular standing order 

our bank account details are: 

St Matthew's and St Wilfrid's 

Church PCC 

Lloyds Bank 

Sort Code 30-90-09 

Account No. 50798868 

Cheques can be made payable as 

above and sent to the Vicarage 

 

 

 



PEOPLE OF PRAYER 

As we continue through lockdown we continue to follow the Archbishop’s of Canterbutry and 

York in their call to daily prayer.  Join us from home every evening at 6pm. The prayer 

resources are availavle on our website just click here or can be posted to you if you contact us. 

The ministry team aslo pray morning prayer on  Zoom at 8:45 Tuesday to Thursday, again you 

would be very welcome and if you get in touch we can send on the code to join us.  

Don’t forget we broadcast our prayers live on Thursdays at 6pm and our Sunday Service is 

broadcast live at 10am.  

CURATES REFLECTIONS - COMPLINE 

In this period of lockdown you may find it helpful to use the booklet with 

Spiritual Resources for times of prayer at home. Click here or contact us 

to send you a copy.  

The Order for Night Prayer or Compline starts on page 11. If you are not 

familiar with it, perhaps this is a good time to give it a try. Compline is 

said close to the moment when we go to bed. It offers a space to 

prayerfully reflect on the day that has gone by, in the presence of the 

Lord. To ask him what he would like us to see. It is good to pay attention 

to our emotions; to register (without judging) when we had feelings of 

consolation or of desolation. This may give us clues about where we were 

closer to, or more at a distance of God’s will for our life. By asking for 

God’s forgiveness, using the set prayer, we are aware of his loving mercy 

for us. We can leave the day with all that was in it in God’s hands and find 

rest in the coming night. By saying the words: ‘Into your hands O Lord, I 

commend my spirit’, we confirm our trust in the Lord, who keeps 

watching over us when we are no longer in control. In these rather bleak 

and insecure times, saying Compline may help us, (citing Psalm 4:) to lie 

down and sleep in peace, for you alone Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

Rev’d Wim  

 

CONTACT US 

The Rev’d David Tolhurst  The Rev’d Wim Kuiper  WEBSITE 

Vicar     Curate    stmstw.org 

The Vicarage         

Silksworth Road   07394 555152 

New Silksworth    wimkuiper.br@gmail.com FACEBOOK 
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